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Introduction to Statistical Computing

Lecturer

Peter F. Craigmile, Ph.D.
pfc@stat.ohio-state.edu
Office hours in 325 Cockins Hall: Mon 2.30pm-3.30pm, Tues & Thu 2pm-3pm, or by appointment.

Grader

Lynne Tower
tower@stat.ohio-state.edu
Office hours: By appointment only.

Lectures

This class is separated into two lab sections (notification of your lab section will be given in class).
Both lab sections meet Mon, 8.00 - 9.18am in 312 Cockins Hall.

Lab section A meets Tues, 12.30 - 1.48pm in EA 285.

Lab section B meets Thu, 12.30 - 1.48pm in EA 285.

There will be no class on Thu 24 Nov.

Lecture notes can be downloaded from the class web site at
http://www.stat.ohio-state.edu/"pfc/teaching/673.

Aims

This course introduces students to connectivity as well the statistical packages that are available in
the Department of Statistics. With each package, students should be able to manipulate data, use
the online help, present graphical and numerical summaries, carry out some statistical analyzes, and
do simple Monte Carlo experiments. Students should also be able to present and discuss the results
obtained from each computer package. The course uses packages on both Microsoft Windows and
UNIX platforms.

Required texts

The Basics of S-Plus (3rd edition) (2002),
by Andreas Krause and Melvin Olson, Statistics and Computing, Springer.

I will highlight other useful references as the course progresses.

Adds

All ADDS or SECTION CHANGES are done through BRUTUS the first week of the quarter (ends
23 Sep). You may attend the class you hope to enroll in the first week, but you may not take a
seat from an enrolled student. ADDS or SECTION CHANGES for scheduling conflicts (graduating
seniors, work conflicts) will be given priority. Documentation will be required (in the form of a
letter, on letterhead, from an advisor/employer), which explains, in detail, the circumstances and
what action is being requested. Please go to 405C Cockins Hall for assistance in resolving the
conflict. Starting at 7:30 a.m. Tues 27 Sep, in 405C Cockins Hall adds will be processed on a first
come first serve basis if there are any openings. The instructor will not under any circumstances

sign paperwork regarding course admission.
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Homework 40%
Take home midterm exam 25%
Take home final exam 25%

Class participation (includes the presentation of results and papers in class) ~ 10%
Homework

Homework will complement the work in class. No late homework will be accepted. You are en-
couraged to work together on the homework, but do not copy any part of a homework. Each
student must produce his/her own homework to be handed in. As part of the requirements for this
class, homework must be word processed. Feel free to ask me for help after you have made an
attempt of the questions.

Midterm and Final exam

The take home midterm and final exam will be an application of the methods taught in class.
Further details will be given in class.

Important Dates

Mon 3 Oct Homework 1 due at start of class
Mon 10 Oct  Homework 2 due at start of class
Mon 17 Oct  Homework 3 due at start of class
Mon 24 Oct  Homework 4 due at start of class
Mon 31 Oct  Homework 5 due at start of class
Mon 31 Oct Midterm exam handed out
Mon 7 Nov  Midterm exam due at start of class
Mon 14 Nov  Homework 6 due at start of class
Mon 21 Nov  Homework 7 due at start of class

Thu 24 Nov No class
Mon 28 Nov Final exam handed out
Mon 5 Dec Final exam due at noon

Special accommodations

Any student who feels they may need an accommodation based on the impact of a disability should
contact the instructor privately to discuss your specific needs. You should also contact the Office of
Disability Services at (292-3307) in 150 Pomerene Hall to coordinate reasonable accommodations
for students with documented disabilities.

Academic misconduct

Cheating, plagiarism and other forms of academic dishonesty will not be tolerated. Any violation
will be prosecuted to the fullest extent as set out in University Rule 3335-31-02.

Disclaimer

This syllabus should be taken as a fairly reliable guide for the course content. However, you cannot
claim any rights from it and in particular I reserve the right to change due dates or the methods of
assessment. Official announcements will ALWAYS be those made in class.




